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TO  THE 


CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  MEDICAL  STAFF 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  GOVERNORS 

OF 

ST.  MARY’S  HOSPITAL. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  offer  myself  as  a  candidate  for  the  appointment 
of  Physician  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

In  1837,  after  an  extended  course  of  literary,  scientific, 
and  professional  education,  I  took  my  degree  as  a  Doctor  of 
Medicine  at  Edinburgh;  and  in  1841,  was  elected  a  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  that  city.  Upon  the 
occasion  of  my  graduation,  the  Medical  Faculty  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  adjudged  to  me,  for  my  Essay  on  aAir  in  the  Organs 
of  Circulation”,  one  of  the  four  Gold  Medals  annually 
bestowed  on  those  who  present  the  best  Theses ;  and  during 
the  previous  year,  I  received  the  Harveian  Prize  for  the  best 
Treatise  on  Creasote.  Both  of  these  works  have  had  an 
extensive  circulation,  and  are  quoted  as  authorities  in  the 
text  books.  I  have  likewise  published  a  work  on  Fever,  and 
memoirs  on  various  subjects  connected  with  Clinical  Medi¬ 
cine,  most  of  which  have  been  reprinted  in  America,  and 
translated  into  several  European  languages. 
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Some  of  the  testimonials  as  to  my  education  and  profes¬ 
sional  qualifications,  which  I  submitted  in  1841  to  the 
Managers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  are  here 
subjoined  for  your  information ;  and  prefixed  to  them  are 
submitted  a  few  additional  certificates  procured  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  occasion. 

I  am  familiar  with  the  duties  of  an  Hospital  physician, 
having  filled  successively  the  offices  of  Clinical  Assistant  in 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  of  Physician  to  the  Royal  Dispensary, 
of  Physician  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  and  afterwards  of 
Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  of  Edinburgh. 

I  have  had  considerable  experience  as  a  medical  Lecturer, 
having  delivered  several  courses  upon  Forensic  Medicine, 
and  having  likewise,  for  some  weeks,  lectured  upon  Phy¬ 
siology  for  the  late  Professor  J ohn  Reid,  when  he  was  con¬ 
fined  by  illness. 

Should  the  Governors  appoint  me  to  be  one  of  the  Phy¬ 
sicians  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  I  shall  enter  upon  my  duties 
with  ardour,  and  prosecute  them  with  unceasing  zeal :  and 
should  the  proposed  Medical  College  be  established  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  Hospital,  I  should  be  most  happy  to  fill 
such  a  position  in  it,  as  might  be  considered  most  conducive 
to  the  interests  of  the  Institution. 

In  the  event  of  my  being  appointed,  it  is  my  intention  to 
take  a  residence  near  the  Hospital. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Rose  Cohmack. 

Putney ,  December  2 Oth,  1850 


T  E  S  T I M  0  N I A  L  S 


IN  FAVOUR  OF 

JOHN  ROSE  CORMACK,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E. 


I. — From  Dr.  Bright. 

11,  Saville  Row,  Dec.  19,  1850. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  state,  that  I  have  known 
Dr.  Cormack  for  several  years,  and  believe  him  to  be  very 
excellently  acquainted  with  his  profession,  and  an  estimable 
man. 

Bichard  Bright,  M.D.,  F.B.S., 
Physician-Extraordinary  to  the  Queen. 


II. — From  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams. 

7,  Holies  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 

Dec.  5th,  1850. 

Having  had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with 
Dr.  Cormack  during  several  years,  and  having  been  pre¬ 
viously  familiar  with  his  writings,  I  am  happy  to  bear  my 
strong  testimony  to  his  abilities,  acquirements,  and  charac¬ 
ter,  as  a  scientific  practical  Physician,  an  independent  and 
cautious  thinker,  an  industrious  and  judicious  writer,  and  a 
gentleman  of  the  most  humane  and  honourable  feelings. 

Dr.  Cormack  is  so  well  known  to  the  profession  by  his 
published  works,  that  without  individual  recommendation  he 
has  strong  claims  on  the  confidence  of  the  public  :  but  I 
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would  take  the  liberty  of  offering  to  the  Governors  of  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital  my  opinion,  that  Dr.  Cormack’ s  uncommon 
zeal  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  profession,  as 
well  as  his  acknowledged  talents  and  acquirements,  peculiarly 
qualify  him  to  fulfil  the  objects  and  advance  the  interests 
of  an  infant  Institution. 

C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.D.,  F.B.S., 
Lately  Professor  of  Medicine  in  University  Colley e. 


III. — From  Sir  James  Clark,  Baronet,  M.D. 

Brook  Street,  December  11th,  1850. 

I  have  known  Dr.  Cormack  for  several  years,  both  person¬ 
ally  and  through  his  published  works,  and  have  formed  a 
high  opinion  of  his  professional  acquirements  as  a  scientific 
and  practical  physician.  I  can  therefore  recommend  Dr. 
Cormack  with  confidence,  as  highly  qualified  to  perform  the 
duties  of  physician  to  a  Public  Hospital. 

James  Clark,  M.D.,  F.B.S., 
Physician  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen , 
and  H.R.H.  Prince  Albert. 


IV. — From  Dr.  Chowne. 

8,  Connaught  Place  West,  Hyde  Park, 
December  16th,  1850. 

Although  I  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  a  long  personal 
acquaintance  with  Dr.  Cormack,  I  have,  through  his  well- 
known  public  literary  labours,  been  long  acquainted  with  his 
great  scientific  acquirements,  and  with  his  zeal  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  medical  knowledge.  I  entertain,  moreover,  a  high 
opinion  of  the  degree  in  which  Dr.  Cormack  possesses  the 
qualities  requisite  both  for  a  practical  Physician  and  for  a 
teacher  of  Medical  Science. 

W.  D.  Chowne,  M.D., 

Physician  to  the  Charing -Cross  Hospital. 
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VI. — From  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  Baronet. 

14,  Saville  Row,  14  Dec.,  1850. 

Dr.  Cormack  is  well  known  to  me  as  a  Physician  of  great 
practical  knowledge ;  and  also  as  one  who  has  pursued  the 
study  of  his  profession  with  the  true  spirit  of  a  scientific 
inquirer. 

B.  C.  Brodie,  F.R.S., 
Sergeant  Surgeon  to  the  Queen. 


VII. — From  Proeessgr  Fergusson. 

16,  George  Street,  Hanover  Square. 

6th  December,  1850. 

I  have  known  Dr.  J.  R.  Cormack  ever  since  he  entered  the 
profession ;  and  I  have  now  the  utmost  confidence  in  recom¬ 
mending  him,  as  eminently  qualified  to  fill  the  office  of 
Physician  to  St.  Mary^s  Hospital.  He  has  been  a  diligent 
student  throughout  his  whole  career;  and  there  are  few  men 
of  his  age  who  have  so  distinguished  themselves  in  literary 
and  scientific  attainments. 

His  experience  in  the  duties  of  a  Physician  to  a  public 
Hospital  has  been  very  considerable;  and,  having  acted 
already  in  that  capacity,  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  he  would,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  a  great  acquisi¬ 
tion  to  the  medical  staff  of  such  an  institution  as  St.  Mary's 
Hospital  is  intended  to  be. 

Wm.  Fergusson,  F.R.S. 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  King’s  College,  etc. 
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VIII. — From  Professor  Alison. 

Edinburgh,  11  Dec.,  1850. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  I  was  well  acquainted  with  Dr.  J ohn 
Hose  Cormack  when  he  resided  in  Edinburgh,  both  before 
and  since  his  graduation ;  and  that  I  have  always  regarded 
him  as  a  man  of  superior  abilities,  who  has  studied  the 
different  branches  of  his  profession  carefully  and  conscien¬ 
tiously,  has  had  very  considerable  experience  in  practising 
it,  and  is  extremely  well  qualified  by  moral  character,  as 
well  as  by  professional  information  and  judgment,  to  under¬ 
take  the  charge  of  any  Medical  Charity. 

W.  P.  Alison,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E., 

Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh. 


V. — From  Dr.  Golding  Bird. 

48,  Russell  Square,  December  5,  1850. 

Having  had  the  pleasure  of  Dr.  CormaclCs  acquaintance 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  Physician  to  the  Boyal 
Infirmary  at  Edinburgh,  I  can  with  confidence  express  my 
sense  of  his  very  high  acquirements  as  a  Physician  and  a 
gentleman. 

Dr.  Cormack  requires  no  better  testimonials  of  his  fitness 
for  the  offices  of  Physician  to  a  public  charity,  and  of  a  teacher 
of  his  profession,  than  his  own  book  on  Fever, —  a  work 
replete  with  recent  valuable  Clinical  experience  and  most 
important  information. 

Golding  Bird,  A.M.,  M.D.,  F.R.S. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  at,  and  Assistant 
Physician  to,  Gay’s  Hospital. 
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IX, — From  Professor  William  Thomson. 

Glasgow  College,  11  Dec.,  1850. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  me,  to  feel  that  the  favourable 
opinion  I  expressed  nine  years  ago  of  Dr.  Cormack’s  quali¬ 
fications  for  the  office  of  Physician  to  a  Public  Hospital 
has  since  received  practical  confirmation.  His  History  of 
the  Epidemic  Fever  which  prevailed  so  extensively  in  Scot¬ 
land  in  1843,  is  at  once  a  most  valuable  contribution  to 
Medical  Literature,  and  an  evidence  how  well  he  is  qualified 
for  conducting  the  most  difficult  branches  of  Medical  prac¬ 
tice. 

Wm.  Thomson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E., 

Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the 
University  of  Glasgow. 

X. — From  Dr.  Peacock. 

London,  20,  Finsbury  Circus, 
December  11th,  1850. 

I  have  for  some  time  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Dr 
Cormack,  and  have  pleasure  in  expressing  my  opinion  of  his 
professional  qualifications. 

During  several  years,  he  held  the  appointments  of  Physi¬ 
cian  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  to  the  Fever  Hospital  of 
Edinburgh  ;  and  his  writings,  more  especially  his  Monograph 
on  the  epidemic  of  Remittent  or  Relapsing  Fever,  prevalent 
in  Edinburgh  during  the  year  1843,  evince  the  zeal  and  suc¬ 
cess  with  which  he  has  applied  himself  to  the  cultivation  of 
Practical  Medicine. 

His  experience  as  Physician  to  one  of  the  largest  public 
hospitals  in  this  country,  would,  I  consider,  be  highly  valua¬ 
ble  to  a  new  institution,  like  the  St.  Mary’s  Hospital ;  while 
His  previous  acquaintance  with  medical  teaching  will  make 
him  an  useful  member  of  the  Hospital  Medical  School,  should 
one  be  established. 

Thomas  R.  Peacock,  M.D., 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians ,  Assistant 
Physician  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital . 


XI. — F  rom  Dr.  G.  Owen  Dees. 


10,  Cork  Street,  Burlington  Gardens, 

14  Dec.,  1850. 

Dr.  John  Hose  Cormack  is  so  well  and  so  favourably 
known  to  the  Medical  profession,  that  I  experience  some 
diffidence  in  writing  this  testimonial.  I  feel  that  my  favour¬ 
able  opinion  of  one  whose  contributions  to  science  have 
gained  him  honour,  can  add  but  little  to  that  store,  and 
perhaps  deservedly  lay  me  open  to  a  charge  of  self-suffi¬ 
ciency.  Dr.  Cormack,  however,  having  become  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Physician  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  I  hereby 
beg  to  state,  that  I  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  him  as  a 
scientific  and  practical  Physician. 

G.  Owen  Pees,  M.D.,  F.E.S., 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians ; 

Assistant  Physician  to  Guy’s  Hospital. 


XII. — From  Francis  Hird,  Esq. 

12,  Cleveland  Row,  St.  James’s, 

14  Dec.,  1850. 

Having  had  the  pleasure  of  Dr.  Cormack’ s  acquaintance 
for  some  years,  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  bearing  my 
humble  testimony  in  favour  of  his  professional  acquirements, 
although  I  feel  that  the  evidence  of  his  extensive  knowledge 
of  disease,  his  zeal  in  the  prosecution  both  of  the  literary 
and  practical  departments  of  the  profession,  and  his  facility 
of  communicating  knowledge,  rest  upon  a  much  firmer  basis 
than  mere  personal  testimony. 

Dr.  Cormack’ s  writings  are  acknowledged  authorities  on 
the  several  subjects  of  which  they  treat;  and  his  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  Medical  Societies  have  embraced  some  of  the 
most  valuable  Clinical  observations  of  the  day — particularly 
his  observations  on  Puerperal  Convulsions,  which  comprise 
all  that  is  known  of  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  this 
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class  of  diseases,  and  which  in  themselves  would  stamp  Dr. 
Cormack  as  one  of  the  most  accurate  observers  and  sound 
thinkers  in  our  profession. 

The  important  offices  Dr.  Cormack  has  filled  in  several 
public  Medical  Institutions,  and  his  knowledge  of  all  the 
details  of  a  Hospital  Establishment,  render  him  peculiarly 
eligible  for  the  office  of  Physician  to  a  Metropolitan  Charity; 
and  I  feel  assured  that  by  the  election  of  Dr.  Cormack,  the 
Governors  of  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  would  confer  a  boon  on 
the  poor,  and  realize  all  the  philanthropic  objects  which  the 
Directors  have  in  view. 

Francis  Hird, 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons ; 

Vice-President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London. 


XIII. — From  Professor  Bowman. 

5,  Clifford  Street,  Dec.  16,  1850. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Cormack  is  well  known  to  me  as  the  author  of 
many  valuable  contributions  to  Medical  Science.  He  occu¬ 
pies  a  most  honourable  place  amongst  those  who  have 
laboured  for  the  advancement  of  scientific  and  practical 
medicine  during  the  last  fifteen  years.  I  believe  him  to 
have  great  zeal  and  energy,  as  well  as  a  power  of  pursuing 
original  investigations,  from  which  much  may  be  justly 
anticipated  if  he  should  be  advanced  to  so  important  an 
office  as  that  of  Physician  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, — an  office 
for  which  he  is  (in  my  humble  opinion)  admirably  qualified 
by  intellectual  ability,  not  less  than  by  acquirements  and 
character. 

Wm.  Bowman,  F.R.S., 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  ; 

Professor  of  Physiology  and  of  General  and 

Morbid  Anatomy  in  King’s  College. 
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XIY — .From  Dr.  Spittal. 

Edinburgh,  December  17,  1850. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating,  that  I  have  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Dr.  Cormack  for  many  years,  and  believe  him 
to  be  eminently  qualified  for  the  appointment  of  Hospital 
Physician.  This  is  an  office  with  the  duties  of  which  he  is 
quite  familiar,  having  held  a  similar  appointment  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary  here ;  and,  as  one  of  his  colleagues  in  this 
Institution,  I  can  with  much  satisfaction  affirm  that  he  dis¬ 
charged  the  important  duties  of  that  office  with  great  ability 
and  success. 

Dr.  Cormack  is  well  known  by  his  published  works,  which 
strongly  testify  to  his  experience  as  a  Physician,  to  his 
general  and  scientific  knowledge,  and  to  his  talent  for  ori¬ 
ginal  research. 

Having  a  few  years  ago  had  the  pleasure  of  attending 
Dr.  C/s  course  of  Lectures  on  Forensic  Medicine — a  class 
which  was  not  merely  attended  by  students,  but  at  the  same 
time  by  men  of  standing  in  the  professions  both  of  Medicine 
and  Law — I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  as  a  lecturer, 
Dr.  C/s  style  is  able,  fluent,  and  clear. 

Having,  therefore,  distinguished  himself  not  only  as  a 
physician,  but  as  an  author,  and  lecturer,  on  perhaps  the 
most  difficult  subject  in  Medicine,  his  claims  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  which  he  is  desirous,  appear  to  me  to  be  very  strong ; 
and  I  am  sure  that,  should  he  be  successful,  great  advantage 
would  accrue  to  the  Hospital,  both  in  a  scientific  and  prac¬ 
tical  point  of  view. 

Robert  Spittal,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E., 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
of  Edinburgh. 
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XV. — From  Dr.  Lonsdale. 

Carlisle,  December  14,  1850. 

I  have  known  Dr.  Cormack  intimately  for  a  long  period, 
having  been  liis  fellow  student  in  Edinburgh  and  Paris,  and 
his  colleague  as  Physician  to  the  Loyal  Dispensary,  and 
Lecturer  in  the  Extra- Academical  School  of  Edinburgh ; 
and  have  had  many  opportunities  of  watching  his  medical 
career. 

He  has  been  distinguished  for  his  literary  and  scientific 
attainments,  and  has  contributed  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
information  to  the  periodical  literature  of  the  day.  His 
Essays  on  Creasote,  Air  in  the  Veins,  and  Fever,  are  well 
known,  and  have  been  largely  quoted  by  European  and 
American  writers,  as  most  valuable  contributions  to  Thera¬ 
peutics  and  Pathology.  His  Clinical  experience  in  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  Infirmary — his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  profession, 
and  his  humane  and  highly  obliging  disposition,  point  him 
out  as  one  most  highly  fitted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Phy¬ 
sician  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

Henry  Lonsdale,  M.D., 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 

Edinburgh ;  and  Physician  to  the 

Cumberland  Infirmary. 


XVI. — From  Professor  Garrod. 

63,  Harley  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
Dec.  20,  1850. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  friendship  with  Dr. 
Cormack  since  he  left  Edinburgh ;  and  before  that  time  was 
well  acquainted  with  his  writings,  especially  those  on  Clinical 
Medicine,  to  which  study  he  has  most  assiduously  devoted 
talents  of  no  common  order. 

Considering  the  lengthened  period  during  which  Dr. 
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Cormack  has  been  actively  engaged  in  his  profession ;  the 
evidence  of  his  having  used  that  time  most  profitably,  as 
shewn  by  his  medical  writings,  which  have  an  European  repu* 
tation;  his  kindness  of  disposition  and  urbanity  of  manners, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  I  know  of  no  one  more 
suited  for  fulfilling  the  duties  of  Physician  to  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital. 

A.  B.  Garrod,  M.D. 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics 

at  University  College ,  and 

Physician  to  the  Hospital. 


XVII. — From  Professor  Lawrie. 

18,  Brandon  Place,  Glasgow, 
17th  Dec.,  1850. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  intimately  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Cormack  while  he  practised  as  a  Physician  in  Edinburgh ; 
was  Physician  to  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary,  and  conducted  the 
Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal.  He  is  so  well  known  to  the 
profession  (and  I  doubt  not  to  the  public  generally),  by  his 
character  and  his  published  works,  as  to  make  any  testimonial 

f 

of  mine  unnecessary.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  great  plea¬ 
sure  in  stating  that  Dr.  Cormack’ s  high  character  as  a  gentle¬ 
man,  his  activity  and  zeal  as  a  Physician,  and  his  acquirements 
as  a  scholar  and  an  author,  eminently  qualify  him  to  fill  the 
important  offices  of  Physician  and  Lecturer  in  any  Public 
Hospital. 

J.  A.  Lawrie,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Glasgow, 

and  Surgeon  to  the  Infirmary. 
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SOME  OF  THE  TESTIMONIALS 

WHICH  DR.  CORMACK  LAID  BEFORE  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE 
ROYAL  INFIRMARY  OF  EDINBURGH  IN  1841  ; 


I.  From  Dr.  John  Campbell. 

II.  —  Professor  Sjme. 

III.  —  Professor  Simpson. 

IV.  —  Professor  John  Reid,  The  late. 

V.  —  Dr.  Duncan. 

VI.  —  Sir  Robert  Chermside. 

VII  —  Professor  Sir  George  Ballingall. 

VIII.  —  Dr.  Marshall  Hall. 

IX.  —  Dr.  T.  Dupre  La  Tour,  Paris. 

X.  —  Professor  Velpeau,  Paris. 


I. — From  John  Campbell,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  Consulting  Sur¬ 
geon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  ;  Formerly  President  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  17,  Albany  Street,  March  1841. 

Dr.  John  11.  Cormack  has  been  long  well  known  to  me, 
and  I  can  bear  the  strongest  testimony  to  his  general  talents 
and  professional  attainments,  and  to  the  respectability  of  his 
private  character. 

Dr.  Cormack  having  been  my  private  pupil  for  several 
years,  I  had  every  opportunity  of  judging  thoroughly  of  his 
merits  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  medical  career;  and  since 
that  period,  he  has  made  himself  very  favourably,  and  well 
known  to  the  profession  at  large,  by  several  published  con¬ 
tributions  to  medical  science  of  great  merit.  I  consider  him 
as  possessed  of  talents  of  the  first  order;  and  these  being 
united  to  much  perseverance,  zeal,  and  energy  of  character, 
I  have  no  doubt  of  his  still  farther  distinguishing  himself  in 
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the  medical  profession.  I  can  strongly  recommend  Dr.  Cor- 
mack  as  well  qualified  for  the  appointment  for  which  he  is 
now  a  candidate. 

John  Campbell. 


II. — From  James  Syme,  Esq.,  F.R.S.E.,  Professor  of  Clinical 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Charlotte  Square,  March  1841. 

I  am  well  acquainted  with  Dr.  Cormack,  and  can  with  the 
greatest  confidence  testify  in  his  favour,  as  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  Physician  in  the  Royal  Infirmary.  He  possesses 
good  talents ;  has  had  a  competent  education ;  and  is  devoted 
to  his  profession. 

His  principles  of  conduct  render  him  incapable  of  doing 
anything  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  a  gentleman. 

In  short,  believing  that  he  is  largely  provided  Math  all  the 
qualities  requisite  for  constituting  an  enlightened  and  judi¬ 
cious  practitioner,  I  feel  persuaded  that  his  appointment 
would  be  eminently  creditable  and  useful  to  the  Hospital. 

James  Syme. 


III. — From  James  Y.  Simpson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  . 

22,  Albany  Street,  March  1841. 

As  Dr.  Cormack  is  a  candidate  for  the  situation  of  Phvsi- 

V 

cian  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  I  beg  respectfully  to  state  my 
sincere  opinion,  that  he  is  eminently  qualified  for  holding 
that  appointment.  His  excellent  general  talents ;  the  extent 
and  solidity  of  his  professional  education  and  acquirements ; 
and  his  untiring  zeal  and  industry,  afford  an  ample  guarantee 
that  he  will  discharge  with  faithfulness  and  efficiency  the 
duties  of  the  important  office  which  he  solicits. 
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Dr.  Cormack  is  already  most  favourably  known  to  tbe 
medical  profession,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  by  the  several 
essays  that  he  has  published. 

James  Y.  Simpson, 

Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh. 


IV. — From  John  Reid,  M.D.,  Edin.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians ,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  St.  Andrews. 

St.  Andrew’s,  March  1841. 

I  have  known  Dr.  John  Rose  Cormack  very  intimately  for 
several  years,  and  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony 
to  his  great  professional  attainments.  From  the  extensive 
opportunities  wdiich  Dr.  Cormack  has  enjoj^ed,  as  clinical 
clerk  in  the  Royal  Infirmary ;  from  an  extended  attendance 
at  different  medical  schools  on  the  Continent  of  Europe ;  and 
from  his  present  very  advantageous  position  as  medical  officer 
in  the  Eoyal  Dispensary,  conjoined  with  the  possession  of 
excellent  natural  talents  and  powers  of  observation,  I  believe 
tlist  he  is  excellently  qualified  for  occupying  the  position  of 
Physician  to  a  public  hospital. 

John  Reid. 


V. — From  James  Duncan,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Surgery,  and  late  Senior 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh. 

March  1841.  7,  Dundas  Street. 

I  have  known  Dr.  Cormack  intimately  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  have  been  led  to  form  a  very  high  opinion  of  his 
talents  and  acquirements.  Both  his  literary  and  medical 
education  have  been  of  a  very  high  order ;  and  the  success 
with  which  he  cultivated  his  opportunities,  was  proved  by 
the  distinguished  appearance  which  he  made  in  the  Medmal 

c  2 
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School  of  this  city.  Dr.  C.  has,  besides,  enjoyed  very  great 
opportunities  of  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  by  a  long  residence  at  several  of  the  Continental 
schools,  and  latterly,  by  his  connexion  as  medical  officer 
with  the  Royal  Public  Dispensary  of  this  city.  Prom  his 
general  character  and  habits,  as  well  as  from  the  extent  of 
his  professional  acquirements,  I  believe  Dr.  Cormack  to  be 
in  every  respect  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
Physician  to  any  public  institution. 

James  Duncan. 


VI. — Prom  Sir  Robert  Chermside,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London,  fyc.,  and  Resident 
Physician  in  Paris . 

Paris,  20th  August  1841. 

J  had  the  pleasure  to  become  acquainted  with  Dr.  John 
Rose  Cormack  about  two  years  ago,  and  from  having  had 
several  opportunities,  both  at  the  meetings  of  the  Parisian 
Medical  Society,  and  elsewhere,  of  hearing  him  express  him¬ 
self  on  a  variety  of  professional  subjects,  I  am  led  to  entertain 
a  very  high  opinion  of  his  talents  and  acquirements.  In  a 
recent  conversation  with  Dr.  Cormack  respecting  his  travels 
in  Spain,  I  was  convinced  of  the  accuracy  of  his  observations, 
having  myself  formerly  served  with  the  British  army  in  that 
country. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  if  Dr.  Cormack  be  appointed  to  the 
office  of  Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  he 
will  discharge  his  duties  with  zeal,  humanity,  and  advantage 
to  the  Institution. 

Rob.  Alex.  Chermside, 


VII. — Prom  Sir  George  Ballingall,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Military  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh , 
one  of  the  Consulting  Surgeons  to  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

Edinburgh  College,  3rd  Sept.  1841. 
Having  been  requested  to  express  my  opinion  of  Dr.  Cor- 
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maelCs  professional  attainments,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
stating  that  he  has  been  known  to  me  for  many  years ;  that 
he  has  to  my  knowledge  prosecuted  his  professional  studies 
both  here  and  on  the  Continent  with  much  zeal,  energy,  and 
success  :  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  his  professional 
writings ;  that  I  have  been  led  to  form  a  very  high  opinion 
of  his  intelligence  and  judgment  as  a  practitioner,  and  of  his 
superior  qualifications  for  any  public  appointment  in  the  line 
of  his  profession. 

Geo.  Ballingall,  M.D. 


VIII. — From  Marshall  Hall,  M.D. ,  F.R.S.E.  &  L.,  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London. 

London,  26th  September  1841. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  read  several  works  of  Dr. 
Bose  Carmack  with  great  advantage,  and  that  I  am  of  opinion 
that  they  display  in  their  author  such  talent  and  assiduity, 
and  such  practical  knowledge  of  our  profession,  as  must 
highly  qualify  him  for  the  active  and  responsible  duties 
devolving  on  the  physician  to  a  public  institution ;  and  that 
I  should  think  the  Boyal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh  (within 
the  walls  of  which  I  have  alwaysMejoiced  that  I  spent  most 
usefully  two  years  of  my  life,  and  to  which  I  wish  all  good) . 
would  be  greatly  benefited  by  having  the  advantage  of  his 
able  services. 

This  opinion  is  strongly  confirmed  by  personal  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  conversation  with  Dr.  Cormack. 

Marshall  Hall,  M.D. 


IX. — From  Dr.  T.  Dupre  La  Tour  of  Paris. 

Paris,  le  21  Sept.  1841. 

Je  soussigne,  Docteur  en  Medecine  de  la  Faculte  de  Paris, 
Membre  de  la  Societe  Anatomique,  etc.,  declare  connaitre 
M.  le  Dr.  John  Rose  Cormack  sous  les  rapports  les  plus 
avantageux. 
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Son  instruction  distinguee,  les  differents  ouvrages  quhl  a 
publie,  et  notamment  snr  Pemploi  de  la  creazote,  et  Y entree 
de  Fair  dans  les  veins,  le  placent  dans  un  rang  eleve  parmi 
les  medecins.  Le  Journal  de  Medecine  done  il  est  le  re- 
dacteur  en  chef  est  deja  remarque  dans  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
et  en  France;  et  sert  largement  au  developpement  de  la 
science  medicale. 

En  foi  de  quoi  j’ai  delivre  le  present  certificat. 

T.  Dupre  La  Tour. 


X. — From  Professor  Velpeau  of  Paris. 

Paris,  le  27th  Sept.  1841. 

J’ai  vu  souvent  M.  Bose  Cormack  pendant  son  sejour  a 
Paris.  (Pest  nn  medecin  dont  k aptitude  nka  paru  tres 
grande.  Je  l’ai  toujours  vu  plein  de  zele  et  d^ardeur,  soit  a 
Phopital,  soit  dans  les  conversations  scientifiques.  JJai  done 
la  conviction  qnhl  sera  un  excellent  medecin  dTiopital,  et  un 
bon  Professeur, — de  memo  quhl  est  deja  un  ecrivain  dis¬ 
tingue. 


Velpeau. 
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OPINIONS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRESS  REGARDING 
SOME  OF  THE  WORKS  BY  DR.  CORMACK. 


I.— NATURAL  HISTORY,  PATHOLOGY,  and  TREAT¬ 
MENT  of  THE  EDINBURGH  EPIDEMIC  FEVER 

in  1843. 

Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science ,  March  1844. 

“Dr.  Cormack  has  performed  his  work  in  a  highly  credi¬ 
table  manner ;  the  cases  are  recorded  most  accurately  and 
minutely,  and  the  conclusions  drawn  from  them  are  rigid 
and  conclusive.  We  could  not  pronounce  a  higher  encomium 
on  this  record  of  a  very  remarkable  epidemic,  than  to  say 
that  it  deserves  a  place  beside  Cheyne  and  BarkeiPs  Report 
of  the  Epidemic  Fever  in  Ireland , — a  distinction  to  which  it  is 
well  entitled.” 

The  Same  Journal,  May  1844. 

“  The  length  of  our  extracts  sufficiently  shows  the  sense 
we  entertain  of  the  importance  of  this  work.  It  is  a  modest 
and  brief,  as  well  as  a  faithful  and  learned,  account  of  th 
epidemic.  We  cordially  recommend  it  to  our  readers  ;  a7 
again  express  our  opinion  that  it  deserves  to  be  placed  bes 
Cheyne  and  Barker^  Report,  in  the  library  of  every  me  1 
practitioner.” 

Dublin  Medical  Press,  March  6,  1844. 

“No  person  could  have  been  found  better  qualified  f  *  the 
task  than  Dr.  Cormack ;  and  few  were  better  circumstai  d.” 

Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  April  1844. 

“  The  present  account  is  important,  in  being  the  most 
ample  and  circumstantial  that  has  yet  appeared.  Dr.  Cormack 
has  diligently  availed  himself  of  his  opportunities  as  Physi- 
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cian  to  the  Fever  Flospital,  in  observing  the  various  forms  of 
the  epidemic  with  care,  and  describing  them  with  fidelity. 

*  *  This  Monograph  must  be  regarded  as  a  valuable 

contribution  to  the  Natural  History  of  Epidemic  Fever  .” 

Provincial  Medical  Journal  for  January  27,  1844. 

“We  have  before  us  two  accounts  of  epidemic  fevers,  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  which  prevailed  about  the  same 
time,  and  presented  nearly  the  same  phenomena.  Both  are 
drawn  up  by  gentlemen  (Dr.  Forry  and  Dr.  Cormack)  who 
personally  investigated  the  disease  in  question,  and  both  of 
whom  are  well  qualified  for  the  task.  *  *  *  We  will 

leave  our  readers  to  judge  whether  Dr.  Cormack  has  not 
grasped  the  substance,  and  Dr.  Forry  a  phantom.” 

Gazette  Medicate  de  Paris,  for  April  13,  1844. 

“Nous  allons  profiter  du  travail  remar quable  qui  vient  de 
publier  sur  ce  sujet  le  Docteur  J.  B.  Cormack,  qui,  com  me 
Medecin  de  FInfirmerie  Boyal  et  du  Nouvel  Hopital  des 
Fievreux  d^Edimbourg,  a  ete  a  merne  de  Fobserver  sous  toutes 
ses  formes  et  a  ses  divers  degres  de  developpement,  pour  en 
retracer  les  principaux  caracteres.”  .  .  .  “  M.  Cormack 

se  livre  a  des  recherches  assez  vastes,  et  qui  ne  manquent  pas 
dhnteret,  sur  la  nature  de  cette  maladie,  quhl  considere 
comme  pouvant  etre  rapprochee  de  la  fievre  jaune,  tout  en 
reconnaissant  que  le  plus  souvent  on  designe  sous  ce  dernier 
nom  des  affections  tres  differentes,  et  qui  lui  paraissent  devoir 
varier  autant  que  la  nature  des  causes  morbides  qui  les  de- 
terminent,  et  qufil  est  tres  dispose  a  attribuer  a  Faction  dMn 
poison  introduit  dans  Feconomie,  par  la  canal  digestif,  la 
respiration,  ou  la  surface  cutanee.  Nous  Aavons  pas  besoin 
de  faire  remarquer  combien  ces  donnees  et  cette  direction 
promettent  plus  a  la  science,  que  cette  eternelle  refrain  de 
phlegmasies  gastro-intestinales  que  repetent  encore  aujour- 
d^hui  tant  de  medecins  parmi  nous.  M.  Cormack  demontre 
jusqiFa  Fevidence,  que  dans  cette  fievre  epidemique  il  iFy  a 
aucun  signe  de  phlegmasie  du  tube  digestif,  malgre  la  grande 
quantite  de  sang  accumulee  dans  les  organs  centraux.” 
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Lancet  for  7th  Sept .  1844. 

“  In  the  treatment  of  the  cases  entrusted  to  his  care.  Dr. 
Cormack  showed  great  judgment.  *  *  *  * 

“  In  the  above  rapid  analysis,  we  have  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  correct  view  of  Dr.  Cormaclc’s  remarkably  lucid  and 
philosophical  work.  The  sketch  which  we  have  given  is, 
however,  necessarily  imperfect,  from  its  brevity,  and  more 
calculated  to  stimulate  the  curiosity  of  our  readers  than  to 
satisfy  it.  We  therefore  recommend  Dr.  CormaclCs  treatise 
to  their  perusal.  This  we  can  conscientiously  do,  as  his 
work  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  best  and  most  interesting 
Monographs  on  fever  that  has  lately  appeared.  It  is  a  model 
of  patient,  enlightened  investigation,  of  erudite  and  logical 
deduction ;  and  cannot  but  do  credit  to  its  author. 

“  We  are  much  pleased  with  Dr.  Cormack,  because,  although 
so  minute  and  so  correct  in  his  analysis  of  the  phenomena  of 
the  disease,  he  has  not  lost  himself  in  details.  He  has,  on 
the  contrary,  with  really  a  master  hand,  gathered  together 
the  disjuncta  membra  furnished  by  his  researches,  and  formed 
a  whole,  which  he  places  on  the  foreground,  and  connects  at 
once,  with  those  diseases  with  which  it  appears  to  present  an 
affinity,  viz.,  common  typhus  on  the  one  hand,  and  yellow 
fever  on  the  other.  Whether  this  latter  approximation  be 
correct  or  not,  we  cannot  take  upon  ourselves  to  say ;  but  we 
must  state  that  the  facts  and  arguments  which  Dr,  Cormack 
brings  forward  go  far  to  substantiate  his  opinions.  We  are 
becoming  daily  more  convinced  that  the  numerous  forms  of 
continued  fever  which  occur  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
and  which  are  described  under  different  names,  as  different 
diseases,  are,  in  reality,  merely  modifications  of  the  same 
fundamental  type,  and  are,  therefore,  pleased  to  find  the 
labours  of  so  enlightened  a  physician  confirmatory  of  the 
views  we  entertain.” 
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II.— TREATISE  on  tlie  CHEMICAL,  MEDICINAL,  and 
PHYSIOLOGICAL  PROPERTIES  OF  CREASOTE. 

1836.  ( Edinburgh  Harveian  Prize  Essay.) 

Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.for  Oct.  1836. 

“Dr.  Cormack’s  work  is  creditable  to  bis  talents,  bis 
industry,  and  bis  information.  .  .  .  His  ingenious  spe¬ 

culations  regarding  mummification  will,  we  doubt  not,  be 
perused  with  pleasure  by  all  wbo  take  any  interest  in  sucb 
inquiries.” 

Medico-Chirurgical  Review  for  July  1836. 

“  The  work  is  divided  into  two  parts,  and  five  chapters,  in 
each  of  which  Dr.  C.  evinces  acumen,  science,  and  research.” 

Dublin  Journal  of  Med.  Science  for  July  1836. 

“  The  book  is  evidently  written  by  a  man  of  great  obser¬ 
vation  and  research.” 


Extract  from  a  letter  addressed  [in  English )  to  Dr.  Cor  mack, 
By  Dr.  Otto,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Copenhagen. 

Copenhagen,  24th  August,  1846. 

“  Dear  Sir, 

*  *  *  *  *  “  I  think  it  a  real  duty  incum¬ 

bent  upon  me,  to  express  my  acknowledgment  of  the  great 
value  of  your  published  works.  They  all  manifest  a  true 
searching  spirit,  a  great  observing  faculty,  and  a  bold  under¬ 
standing.  Your  clinical  remarks  prove  in  particular  a  great 
talent  for  clinical  instruction.  All  your  writings  have  been 
perused  here,  at  Copenhagen,  with  the  liveliest  interest,  and 
have  commanded  the  highest  respect  for  your  abilities.  *  * 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

C.  Otto, 

Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University 
of  Copenhagen .” 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  STANDARD  WORKS. 


The  following  passages  are  taken  from  standard  works  in 
which  Dr.  Cormack  is  cited  as  an  authority.  One  extract 
only  is  given  from  each  author. 

Fergusson’s  Practical  Surgery,  1842,  p.  393. 

“  It  was  supposed  by  Dupuytren,  and  the  opinion  has 
since  been  extensively  entertained,  that  in  operations  at  the 
root  of  the  neck,  implicating  one  or  more  of  the  minor  veins, 
the  ingress  of  air  into  their  canals  has  occasionally  been  the 
cause  of  sudden  death.  Dr.  Rose  Cormack,  who  has  ably 
inquired  into  this  interesting  subject,  has,  however,  expressed 
his  opinion,  that  the  alarm  on  this  score  is  greater  than  the 
occasion  justifies.  No  surgeon  would  willingly  keep  the 
orifice  in  a  wounded  vein  open :  and,  as  Dr.  Cormack  has 
shewn,  a  few  globules  which  may  accidentally  be  admitted, 
cannot  do  that  harm  which  some  have  imagined.” 

Skey’s  Operative  Surgery.  London,  1850,  p.  621. 

“The  subject”  (Air  in  the  Veins)  “has  been  especially 
investigated  by  Nysten,  Amussat,  Sir  C.  Bell,  Cormack, 
Dr.  J.  Reid,  and  more  recently  by  Mr.  Erichsen.” 

Reid’s  Physiological,  Pathological,  and  Anatomical 

Researches,  pp.  558. 

“  The  supposition  that  when  air  enters  the  venous  system 
in  large  quantities,  it  produces  emphysema  of  the  lungs,  has 
been  rendered  completely  untenable  by  the  observations  of 
Cormack  and  Amussat.” 
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Christison  on  Poisons.  Edition,  1845;  p.  780. 

“  It  is  probable  that  Bleeding  from  the  jugular  vein  de¬ 
serves  more  attention  as  a  remedy”  (in  cases  of  poisoning  by 
prussic  acid)  “than  it  has  yet  received.  The  right  side  of 
the  heart  is  almost  invariably  found  much  gorged  with  blood 
in  animals  examined  at  the  moment  of  death ;  and  the  con¬ 
tractions  of  the  heart,  in  such  circumstances  imperfect  or 
arrested  altogether,  have  often  been  observed  by  experi¬ 
mentalists  to  be  instantly  restored  on  promptly  removing 
the  state  of  turgescence.  Accordingly,  Dr.  Cormack  (Prize 
Thesis)  found  that  a  dog,  at  the  point  of  death,  after  receiv¬ 
ing  a  fatal  dose  of  the  acid,  was  speedily  roused  and  even¬ 
tually  saved  by  bleeding  from  the  jugular  vein.” 

Christison’ s  Dispensatory .  Edinburgh,  1842;  p.  375. 

“  The  actions  of  Creasote  require  further  investigation 
before  a  satisfactory  account  can  be  given  of  them ;  but  the 
knowledge  already  possessed  on  the  subject,  shews  that  it  is 
a  substance  of  extreme  interest ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  it  has  become  an  established  article  of  the  Materia 
Medica.  The  researches  of  Miguet,  Corneliani,  and  espe¬ 
cially  of  Dr.  Cormack,  upon  its  physiological  effects,  prove 
that  it  is  an  irritant,  styptic,  narcotic,  sedative,  anodyne, 
antiseptic,  and  possibly  also  a  diuretic.” 

Neligan  on  Medicines.  Dublin,  1844;  p.  235. 

“  Creasote,  in  poisonous  doses,  appears  from  the  observa¬ 
tions  of  Dr.  Cormack,  of  Edinburgh,  to  resemble  prussic  acid 
in  its  sudden  depressing  action  on  the  heart,  as  well  as  in 
the  temporary  nature  of  its  toxicological  operation.” 

Beck’s  Medical  Jurisprudence.  London,  1842;  p.  1069. 

“  According  to  Dr.  Cormack,  Creasote  appears  to  act  on 
the  heart  itself,  which  it  seems  almost  instantaneously  to 
paralyse.  There  appear  also  to  be  many  points  of  resem¬ 
blance  between  its  effects  and  those  of  prussic  acid.  One  is 
that  the  odour  is  diffused  through  all  the  tissues,  and  indeed 
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continues  the  longest  with  Creasote.  The  remedies  advised 
by  Dr.  Cormack  are  the  same  as  for  prussic  acid, — chlorine, 
ammonia,  and  other  stimuli.” 


Pereira's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica.  London,  1839; 

pp.  226. 

“  According  to  Dr.  J.  R.  Cormack  (Treatise  on  Creasote, 
1836),  the  only  essential  part  of  the  mummifying  process 
practised  by  the  ancient  Egyptians,  was  the  application  of 
such  heat  as  would  first  dry  up  the  body  and  then  decom¬ 
pose  the  tarry  matters  which  had  been  previously  introduced, 
and  thus  generate  Creasote.” 


Chur  chill  on  the  Diseases  of  Children.  Dublin,  1850; 

pp.  589. 

“  There  are  only  two  instances  of  which  I  am  aware,  in 
which  abscess  was  the  result  of  Scarlatinous  Nephritis  :  both 
are  contained  in  a  paper  by  Dr.  Rose  Cormack.” 


Annates  de  Therapeutique,  par  M.  le  Docteur  Rognetta. 

Paris,  1843  :  pp.  111. 

“  Docimasie  Hydrostatiqxje. — M. Cormack,  professeur  dis¬ 
tingue  de  toxicologie  et  de  medecine  legale  a  Edimbourg,  s^est 
attache  dernierement  a  eclaircir  experimentalement  un  des 
points  delicats  de  la  question  si  controversee  de  la  docimasie 
pulmonaire.  LNuteur  etablit,  comme  un  fait  constant,  que 
toutes  les  fois  que,  sur  un  enfant  mort-ne  on  insuffle  le  pou- 
mon  dans  le  but  de  le  faire  respirer  ou  dans  Tintention  cri- 
minelle  de  faire  planer  une  accusation,  Thomme  de  Fart  peut 
reconnaitre  aisement  a  la  dissection  une  pareille  manoeuvre ; 
ces  cellules  bronchiques  etant  constamment  rompues,  plu- 
sieurs  espaces  interlobulaires  etant  distendus  par  des  bodies 
d’air  extravasees,  et  de  Fair  etant  aussi  rencontre  a  Fetat 
extravase  dans  la  plevre  pulmonaire.  La  surnatation  du 
poumon  par  consequent  est  sans  valeur  dans  ces  occurrences, 
si  on  ne  s’est  pas  (Fabord  assure  de  la  condition  organique 
signalee  par  M.  Cormack.” 


The  following  arrived  after  the  other  Testimonials  had  been 

printed. 


ADDITIONAL  TESTIMONIALS. 

From  Professor  Simpson,  M.D. 

Edinburgh,  Dec.  20,  1850. 

I  have  known  Dr.  Cormack  personally  for  many  years 
past,  and  have  great  pleasure  in  certifying  my  high  opinion 
of  his  general  talents  and  extensive  professional  knowledge 
and  acquirements.  Dr.  Cormack  has  already  enjoyed  the 
best  opportunities  of  making  himself  conversant  with  the 
duties  of  an  Hospital  Physician,  by  his  acting  in  that  capacity 
in  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh ;  his  writings  on  fever, 
etc.,  shew  how  much,  and  how  successfully  he  has  taken 
advantage  of  these  opportunities ;  he  is  a  clear  and  excellent 
lecturer ;  few  men  know  more  thoroughly  the  literature  of 
medicine.  And  if  these  qualities  are  such  as  fit  him  for  the 
office  that  he  now  desires  at  St.  Mary’s,  it  will,  I  believe,  be 
difficult  to  find  the  combination  of  them  surpassed  or  equalled 
in  other  candidates. 

J.  Y.  Simpson,  M.D. 

President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh. 


From  Professor  Miller. 

Edinburgh,  51,  Queen  Street,  Dec.  24,  1850. 

My  dear  Sir, — It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  add  my  tes¬ 
timony  to  that  of  others  in  your  favour,  as  candidate  for  the 
physicianship  of  St.  Mary’s  Hospital. 

You  are  well  known  as  a  scientific  and  accomplished  Phy¬ 
sician ;  and  such  attainments  and  natural  qualifications  as 
yours,  combined  with  the  extensive  and  varied  practical  ex- 
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perience  which  you  have  acquired,  must  eminently  fit  you 
for  discharging  the  duties  of  Physician  to  any  Hospital,  at 
once  with  credit  to  yourself  and  advantage  to  the  interests  of 
the  Institution. 

I  heartily  wish  you  success,  on  the  best  of  all  grounds — 
namely,  because  you  merit  it. 

In  Surgery,  too,  you  have  done  us  good  service,  by  your 
able  handling  of  the  subject  of  “  Air  in  the  Veins”;  and  it  is 
well  known  to  be  no  disparagement  to  a  good  Physician,  that 
he  is  versant  in  the  sister  science  of  the  Healing  Art. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

James  Millee,  F.R.S.E., 

Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 


